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Dedicated to the preservation, protection and enhancement of Striped Bass
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The California Striped Bass

For those of you st getting started in the thrill of stniper
fishing, here are a few facts from the Department of Fish
and Game. Stripers were introduced o Calfiomsa from
the East Coast m 1878, They were transported by rai
and planted near Martinez, Califomia. The following year
anofher planfing was introduced and the striper
population exploded. Stripers became so plentiful that
early in the 1800's a commercial fishery developed but
was eventually disconSinued in the 1830's.

They were so abundant that in the maddle 1500's they
weere the thrill of all Defta Fishermen. They are

Most adulis, after spawming in the San Joaguin Diefta and
upper Sacramento River, mowve into brackish and sak water for summer and fall. Many feed from the San Francisco Bay o
Tomales Bay. Food i the San Francisco Bay is mainly anchovies, shiner perch and hermring. In the Defta area threadfin shad
and smaller fish are the main food. In late fallisnier some fish mowve upsiream io the fresh water in the Delta and lower
Sacramenio River. Strpers spawn in water §1-80 degrees from Agril through mid-June . About one third of the spawning takes
place in the San Joaguin River between e Anticch Bridge and the mowth of Middle River. The other twe thirds spawn in the
Sacramento River befween Sacramento and Colusa. These rivers are cribical to the spawn

The Last 40 Years

In the early 1880's the striped bass mluﬂsapprmmrﬂrrﬁmatﬂﬂl. By the early 188(0's the sinped bass cound was
approxdmately 775 thousand adult fish. Aboud 305 of these fish were haichery reared

Problems Affecting 5triped Bass Populations, Listed In General Order Of Iimportance:

Woaorking Toward The Solution

C5BA was insirumental in obiaining legislation which authorzed the STRIPED BASS STAMP. This stamp supporied the staper
haichery program amaong ofher progects. Millions of hatcherny-reared stiped bass were released in the SacramentoiSan
Joagun delta system. in 1882 the planfing program was discontinued by onder of the Director of the Depariment of Fish and
Game due to possible effect on winter-run salmon. CS5BA and many other experts did not agree wih this order. C5HA's
members got together with the "NO FISH - NO STAMP™ pefitions and the stamp was pulled. However, The California
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http://csbawestDeltachapter.org/cal striped bass.php



